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from different parts of Greece to learn of her. Anactoria
is here from Miletus, Eunica from Salamis, Gongyle from
Colophon, and others from Pamphylia, and the isle of
Telos. Erinna and Damophyla study together the com*
position of Sapphic metres. Atthis learns how to strike
the harp with the plectrum, Sappho's invention; Mnasidica
embroiders a sacred robe for the temple. The teacher
meanwhile corrects the measures of the one, the notes of
another, the strophes of a third; then summons all from
their work, to rehearse together some sacred chorus or
temple ritual; then stops to read a verse of her own, or to
denounce a rival preceptress. Throughout her intercourse
with these maidens her conduct is characterized by pas-
sionate love, as between equals in mind and heart, and is
expressed in fervid and high-wrought language embodying
a purity that cannot be misunderstood or cavilled away.**